
[image: A yellow and purple logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
PRESS RELEASE
Date: March 18, 2025 
Groundbreaking Conference Highlights Urgent Need for Change in National Landscape for NRPF (No Recourse to Public Funds) Survivors
On 14th March AWRC hosted its inaugural conference, “Unlocking Doors: Sustainable Solutions to the Housing Crisis for Black, Minority and Ethnic (BME) Women with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF),” at the Royal Society of Arts in London. The event gathered a diverse coalition of experts, advocates, policymakers, and survivors to tackle the urgent housing crisis that disproportionately affects Black, Minority & Ethnic (BME) women subjected to NRPF.
Since the beginning of 2024, an alarming 86% of the women supported by AWRC have been impacted by the NRPF condition, underscoring the critical need for immediate and sustainable solutions in the housing sector.
“With the nation grappling with a worsening housing emergency, today’s conference serves as a pivotal moment to ignite transformative dialogue around the specific challenges faced by BME women with NRPF,” said Sarbjit Ganger, Director of AWRC. “We are here to dismantle systemic barriers and foster collective solidarity among advocates. Every woman deserves access to safe and secure housing, regardless of immigration status.”
High-profile speakers, including Dame Nicole Jacobs, Domestic Abuse Commissioner for England and Wales, highlighted the necessity for policy reform and Keynote Speaker Pragna Patel, a prominent women’s rights campaigner, shared her insights on the intersectionality of housing justice and anti-racism, emphasising the need for spirited advocacy to combat the systemic marginalisation faced by many BME women. 
The conference featured a Survivor Panel, where NRPF survivors bravely shared their experiences and the barriers they face when seeking safe housing. This powerful platform aimed to inspire action and raise awareness about the urgent need for change.
Attendees participated in dynamic workshops designed for collaborative discussions aimed at developing actionable strategies for reshaping housing policy for NRPF survivors. These sessions empowered participants to strengthen their advocacy efforts and create impactful networks committed to meaningful change.
In her closing remarks, Ganger reiterated the importance of collaboration among policymakers, service providers, community advocates, and the public. “The urgency of today’s dialogue cannot be overstated,” she said. “Let us work together to explore sustainable solutions that secure every woman the right to a safe place to call home.”
AWRC’s conference marks a significant step towards addressing the ongoing housing crisis facing BME women with NRPF and illustrates the necessity of uniting voices to create equitable support systems.
For more information about AWRC and its initiatives, please visit awrc.org.uk
ENDS
For all press and media enquiries, including photography and case studies, please contact Esther Porta, Event, Communications and Marketing Planner via esther@awrc.org.uk  or call 07870 439158
Notes to Editor: -
About AWRC
Based in Harlesden, the AWRC is a specialist women's organisation offering independent 'by and for' needs-led support services to Black, Minority and Ethnic (BME) women and girls experiencing abuse across London. Established 45 years ago, our mission of tackling violence against women and girls and challenging systemic discrimination and patriarchal violence is propelled by our commitment to intersectional feminism and values deeply rooted in empowering BME women. 
AWRC provides holistic wraparound support services in the following languages: Arabic, Azerbaijani (Azeri), Bengali, Bangla, Dari, Dutch, Farsi, Gujarati, Hindi, Hinko, Konkani, Kurdish, Marathi, Pashto, Patwari, Persian, Punjabi, Sinhala, Somali, Tamil, Turkish and Urdu. Our service ensures cultural sensitivity, confidentiality and listening in a safe, non-judgemental environment.

AWRC has open-door policy to all women in need, from all ethnicity and backgrounds.
For more information about the Asian Women's Resource Centre and its work, please visit www.awrc.org.uk 
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CHANGING WOMEN'S LIVES




